
Music Long Term Plan 2024-25

Vision and Intent: to provide all students with a high-quality music education which engages and inspires them 
to develop a life-long love of music, increases their self-confidence, creativity, and imagination, and provides 
opportunities for self-expression and a sense of personal achievement. 
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Year 7 Unit of Work 1

Year 7 
Building Blocks 1 

Unit of Work 3
Year 7 

Building Blocks 2 (Ensemble Skills )

Unit of Work 3
Year 7 

Building Blocks 3 (Theme and Variation)

Overview and 
Purpose 

Overview and Purpose Overview and Purpose Overview and Purpose 

Outcomes Pupils will be able to use their voice musically as part of an ensemble
Pupils will be able to identify rhythmic notation, composing and performing rhythms in ensemble
Pupils will be able to identify the notes on a stave in order to perform pieces written in standard notation
Pupils will be able to describe the effect on music that compositional features have on the mood produced
Pupils will be able to perform melodies on the keyboard using five fingers of their right hand

Pupils will be able to use their voice and instruments musically on their own and as a member of an ensemble
Pupils will be able to use musical notation to produce an original melodic composition
Pupils will be able to perform chords and strumming patterns using a ukulele
Pupils will be able to describe the effect on music that compositional features have on the mood produced

Pupils will be able to understand how contrast can be created in pieces of music
Pupils will be able to perform pieces of music which feature variations
Pupils will be able to compose original music featuring variations
Pupils will know how to describe the compositional features of music in variation form from a range of musical genres 

Lessons Introduction to 
Music/ vocal 
skills

Rhythmic 
Notation

Rhythmic 
Notation and 
Composition

Group Ensemble Project: 
Exploring texture

Introduction to 
keyboard skills 

Introduction to 
the Musical 
Stave

Consolidation 
of the musical 
stave and 
learning Ode to 
Joy

Ode to Joy 
Rehearsal

Ode to Joy 
Rehearsal

Assessment- 
Ode to Joy

Further 
keyboard 
exploration

How to read 
Tablature

The Four Chord 
Trick

Developing 
instrumental 
skills (on 
rotation) : 
Keys/ 
Uke/Guitar as 
Bass

Developing 
instrumental 
skills (on 
rotation) : 
Keys/ 
Uke/Guitar as 
Bass

Developing instrumental skills 
(on rotation) : Keys/ 
Uke/Guitar as Bass

Developing 
instrumental 
skills (on 
rotation) : 
Keys/ 
Uke/Guitar as 
Bass

Developing 
instrumental 
skills (on 
rotation) : 
Keys/ 
Uke/Guitar as 
Bass

Developing 
instrumental 
skills (on 
rotation) : 
Keys/ 
Uke/Guitar as 
Bass

Preparing for 
ensemble 
performance

Preparing for 
ensemble 
performance

Preparing for 
ensemble 
performance

Performance What is a 
ground bass?

Pachabels 
Canon (Layer 2)

Pachabels 
Canon (Co-
Ordination)

Pachabels 
Canon 
Rehearsal

Pachabels 
Canon 
Rehearsal

Assessment What is the 
Bass Clef and 
composing a 
ground bass

Composing a 
melody

Developing a 
melody

Variation of a 
theme

Variation of a 
theme

Variation of a 
theme

Year 8 Unit of Work 4
 Year 8

Cultural Identity

Unit of Work 5
 Year 8

Programme Music 

Unit of Work 6
 Year 8

Popular Music 

Overview and 
Purpose 

Overview and Purpose Overview and Purpose Overview and Purpose 

Outcomes Pupils will be able to listen to Blues and Reggae Music and recognise features from the music. 

Pupils will be able to compose using structures such as the 12 bar blues and will be able to create melodies using scales such as the pentatonic and blues scales. They will be able to develop improvisation 
skllls and will improvise around the blues and pentatonic scales.

Pupils will know the culture and context in which these genres are performed and will understand how they are performed. 
Pupils will be able to perform their compositions to the group and develop their appraising skills to refine and improve their own and others' work.

Pupils will be able to understand how contrast can be created in pieces of music
Pupils will be able to perform pieces of music which feature in Video Games
Pupils will be able to compose original music featuring programtic elements
Pupils will know how to describe the compositional features of programatic music from a range of musical genres 

Pupils will understand some differences between the decades
Pupils will have explored various songs across the decades on a variety of instruments 
Pupils will have developed a further understanding of how to play different chords. 

Lessons Recap: Rhythm Recap: Pitch Introduction to 
Reggae and 
Syncopation

Baggy 
Trousers': 
refining off beat 
patterns and 
keyboard 
chords

Three Little 
Birds: Intro to 
riffs (2 parts) 
and vocal work

Buffalo Soldier: 
Introduction to 
Shuffle 
Rhythms

Intro to Blues: 
12 Bar Blues

12 Bar Blues 
with a Walking 
Bass

Improvisation Blues 
Assessment 
Begin: Riffs 1

Complete study 
of Riffs 1,2,3

Rehearsal / 
Feedback

Week 13: 
Assessment

1950s Music : 
Stand By Me/ 
Great Balls of 
Fire

1960s: What is 
a riff/ 
Suspended 
chord?

1960s: She 
Loves You 
(assessment 
piece)

Rehearsal (In 
depth 
Feedback)

Assessment 
Performance 

1970s: Octave 
Bass Lines and 
Chicken Scratch

1970s: 
Bohemian 
Rhapsody and 
Crazy Little 
Thing Called 
Love

1980s: Billie 
Jean

1990's: Britpop 
(Don't Look 
Back in Anger)

2000's: Adele 
(Someone Like 
You)

Compositional 
Task

Compositional 
Task

Year 9 Unit of Work 7
Year 9

Film Music

Unit of Work 8
Year 9

Music Production

Unit of Work 9
Year 9

Festivals
Overview and 
Purpose 

Overview and Purpose Overview and Purpose Overview and Purpose 

Outcomes Pupils will be able to recognise various genres of film music and their musical features.
Pupils will be able to perform a range of film music genres as a class ensemble.

Pupils will understand the role of music within film and identify how music is used to reflect mood/emotion.
Pupils will be able to compose their own piece of film music from a stimuli 
Pupils will be able to reflect on the history of film music and recognise how it has developed over the last century.

Pupils will be able to understand how music technology us used to create and comminucate music.

Pupils will be able to use and understand the basic principles of a DAW.
Pupils will know how music technology can been used as a tool to create a piece of music
Pupils will be able to create their own piece of music using a sequencer.
Pupils will gain an understanding of how music technology has been used in both the Hip Hop and EDM genres

Pupils will be able to recognise music from different cultures and countries and explain how music can be used in celebrations across the globe.
Pupils will be able to perform as part of a whole class ensemble as part of a samba band and West African drumming circle.
Pupils will be able to compose their own rhythmic composition that uses the structure seen in samba music.
Pupils will be able to perform as part of a musical ensemble, showing a good understanding of the rehearsal process needed when planning a musical performance.
Pupils will know the different career paths within the live music industry and what skills are needed for each.

Lessons Recap: Rhythm Recap: Pitch Why do we 
have music in 
films?

Leitmotif Practical Study Spagetti 
Westerns

Sci-Fi Horror Performance 
Assessment 
Rehearsal

Rehearsal and Assessment Reflection What is Rap? Creating a 
drumbeat on a 
DAW

Constructing 
own lyrics

Using Loops to 
create a 
backing track

Developing the use of loops 
within a Backing Track and 
rehearsal/ performance of 
Rap.

What is EDM? 
Keyboard 
performance of 
EDM song

Using MIDI 
Editor

Adding Effects 
to audio on 
DAW

How to 
compose an 
EDM song 

Creation of new song

Year 10 BTEC TECH Award in Music Practice: Component 1 - Exploring Music Products and Styles BTEC TECH Award in Music Practice: Component 1 - Exploring Music Products and Styles BTEC TECH Award in Music Practice: Component 1 - Exploring Music Products and Styles BTEC TECH Award in Music Practice: Component 2 - Music Skills Development

Overview and 
Purpose 

Learners will explore the techniques used in the creation of different musical products and investigate the key features of different musical styles. Learners will explore the techniques used in the creation of different musical products and investigate the key features of different musical styles. Learners will explore the techniques used in the creation of different musical products and investigate the key features of different musical styles.Learners will have the opportunity to develop two musical disciplines through engagement in practical tasks, while documenting their progress and planning for further improvement.

Outcomes Pupils will know:
• What Metre and pulse are
• What Rhythms and polyrhythms
Pupils will be able to:
• Rehearse and master their own performance
• Maintain a part in an ensemble
• Give a final performance in an ensemble

Pupils will know:
• The key features of Music from the 1950's and 1960's
• How to use the musical elements to describe and analyse pieces of music
Pupils will be able to:
• Perform music from across the decades as part of a class ensemble
• Describe the key features of the style in different pieces of music
• Analyse pieces of music using the correct terminology

Pupils will know:
• The key features of Music from the 1970's and 1980's
• How to use the musical elements to describe and analyse pieces of music
Pupils will be able to:
• Perform pieces of music in different styles of music from across the decade
• Describe the key features of the style in different pieces of 1970's and 1980's music
• Compose a pop song using features of a chosen genre of music that we have covered so far. 

Pupils will know:
• How to successfully mix live recorded tracks of music
• How to add effects and mix down a final bounce of a recorded song
Pupils will be able to:
• Place tracks within the stereo field
• Edit audio tracks using the snip tool
• Add EQ and effects to their tracks

Pupils will know:
• How to successfully mix live recorded tracks of music
• How to add effects and mix down a final bounce of a recorded song
Pupils will be able to:
• Place tracks within the stereo field
• Edit audio tracks using the snip tool
• Add EQ and effects to their tracks

Pupils will know:
• how to use skills to choose repertoire to develop their rehearsals and performances
• how to work towards their long term goals to improve
Pupils will be able to:
• rehearse their solo pieces.
• Compose their own pieces
• work towards their goals by analysing and assessing themselves and their peers.
• perform mock performances to improve.
• to use their rehearsals and skills and perform in an exam.

Lessons Intro to course 
and baseline 
performance

Rhythm, Pulse 
and Texture

Tonality, 
Structure, 
Dynamics and 
lead sheets 

Introduction to composition: 
Chords and Melody
Introduction to production: 
Effects, Beats, Loops and Live 
Audio

Independent 
Production task

Genre Study 1 Genre Study 1 Genre Study 2 Genre Study 2 Genre Study 3 Genre Study 3 Genre Study 4 Genre Study 4 Genre Study 5 Genre Study 5 Recap Performance, Production and 
Compositional skills (L.A.B)

Year 11 BTEC TECH Award in Music Practice: Component 2 - Music Skills Development BTEC TECH Award in Music Practice: Component 3 - Responding to a Music Brief BTEC TECH Award in Music Practice: Component 3 - Responding to a Music Brief BTEC TECH Award in Music Practice: Component 3 - Responding to a Music Brief

Overview and 
Purpose 

Learners will have the opportunity to develop two musical disciplines through engagement in practical tasks, while documenting their progress and planning for further improvement. Learners will be given the opportunity to develop and present music in response to a given music brief. Learners will be given the opportunity to develop and present music in response to a given music brief. Learners will be given the opportunity to develop and present music in response to a given music brief.

Outcomes Pupils will know:
*What makes an effective chord progression
*What makes an effective melody
*What makes an effective bassline
*What makes an effective drum pattern
*How to use texture and contrast to create effective structures
Pupils will be able to:
*Create an effective composition, using knowledge of chords, melody, basslines and drum patterns

Pupils will know:
*What makes an effective performance
*What makes an effective composition
*What there current rate of success is
*How to improve their composing and performing skills
Pupils will be able to:
*Create an audit of their current skills
*Plan how they will improve their performing and composing skills
*Keep a record of their progress

Assessment objectives
AO1 Understand how to respond to a music brief 
AO2 Select and apply musical skills in response to a music brief 
AO3 Present a final musical product in response to a music brief 
AO4 Comment on the creative process and outcome in response to a music brief

Assessment objectives
AO1 Understand how to respond to a music brief 
AO2 Select and apply musical skills in response to a music brief 
AO3 Present a final musical product in response to a music brief 
AO4 Comment on the creative process and outcome in response to a music brief

Assessment objectives
AO1 Understand how to respond to a music brief 
AO2 Select and apply musical skills in response to a music brief 
AO3 Present a final musical product in response to a music brief 
AO4 Comment on the creative process and outcome in response to a music brief

Lessons Recap: How to 
efficiently 
prepare and log 
development of 
skills 

Recap: 
Production 
Skills and aims 
of assessment 

Component 2 Assessment Intro to C3: 
Aims and how 
to appraise 
music 

Activity 1 practice: appraisal and 
responding to a brief

Activity 2 Practice- Realising 
idea's using production and 
performance skills 

Mini Mock: 2hrs Activity 1, 4hrs Activity 2, 1hr Activity 3 Begin Component 3

Year 12 
LJS (Unit 2 

Section)

Overview and 
Purpose 

Unit 2 overview of assessment criteria and exam

Outcomes "Pupils will know:
• how to recommend and justify activities, resources and recommendations that are specific and relevant, demonstrating a thorough understanding of interrelationships between all areas of the music industry.
• how to produce a set of professional, accurate documents that demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the music industry
Pupils will be able to:
• communicate the professional behaviours required when organising a music event
• recognise the differences in organisations that commission work – arts agencies, arts bodies, councils, charities and
commercial organisations such as record companies and festival organisers
• set a realistic and achievable project plan for a music event"                                                

"Pupils will know:
•how to create documentation that demonstrates a basic knowledge and understanding of the music industry in relation to a given scenario.
• You can recommend and justify activities, resources and recommendations that are specific and relevant to the task
Pupils will be able to:
• Communicate their ideas fluently
• Demonstrate their understanding of the topics covered and link them to their brief
• Use legal terminology to support their plans"                                                

"Pupils will know:
• How to recognise what makes a successful ensemble performance
• How to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the skills needed for rehearsals and
ensemble performance 
Pupils will be able to:
• Contribute to an ensemble piece
• Recognise effective ensemble rehearsal techniques and use them to improve their chosen piece
• Learn their own part for the ensemble independently"                                                

Lessons Different 
professional 
competencies 
and behaviours 
expected when 
planning an 
event

Short, medium 
and long term 
plans

Troubleshootin
g and problem 
solving at a 
Music Event

Documentation 
required for 
organising a 
musical event

Differences in 
musical 
contracts

Professional 
unions and 
trade bodies in 
the music 
industry

Different 
organisations- 
arts agencies, 
arts bodies, 
councils, 
charities, 
commercial 
organisations
Individuals

Documentation 
and 
presentation 
plans, 
schedules, 
action plans, 
priorities and 
lists.
Realistic and 
achievable 
project plan  

Daily 
scheduling, 
action plans 
for self and 
others when 
working as a 
team
Planning for 
constraints, e.
g. costs, 
resources, 
space, 
personnel 

Carefully 
considered 
contingency 
plans for 
outcomes other 
than the 
expected
Exploring 
mitigation, 
solutions and 
resolutions to 
identified and 
unexpected 
risks

Copyright and 
issues 
surrounding 
the distribution 
of media and 
digital rights 
management
Intellectual 
property rights

Mock Exam Different 
organisations- 
arts agencies, 
arts bodies, 
councils, 
charities, 
commercial 
organisations
Individuals

Documentation 
and 
presentation 
plans, 
schedules, 
action plans, 
priorities and 
lists.
Realistic and 
achievable 
project plan  

Daily 
scheduling, 
action plans 
for self and 
others when 
working as a 
team
Planning for 
constraints, e.
g. costs, 
resources, 
space, 
personnel 

Carefully 
considered 
contingency 
plans for 
outcomes other 
than the 
expected
Exploring 
mitigation, 
solutions and 
resolutions to 
identified and 
unexpected 
risks

Copyright and issues 
surrounding the distribution 
of media and digital rights 
management
Intellectual property rights

Mock Exam Unit 2 exam 
period

Unit 2 exam 
period

Unit 2 exam 
period

Personal 
ensemble 
management 
skills

Personal 
organisation of 
instruments, 
equipment 
and music

How to 
successfully 
complete 
personal 
practice 
between 
rehearsals

Balancing own 
part in the 
ensemble

Giving and 
taking 
instruction and 
direction

Contributing 
ideas and 
problem 
solving.

Choosing 
pieces with an 
awareness of 
instrumental 
resources

Sourcing and 
writing parts 
for the 
ensemble

Trying out 
parts and 
arrangements/
styles

Analysing 
progress, 
identifying 
problems and 
solutions to 
inform 
progression

Sharing 
performance 
work with 
peers and 
responding to 
feedback

Leading 
rehearsals 
and taking on 
the role of 
musical 
director

 Identifying 
problems and 
inaccuracies 
while 
maintaining 
own part

Monitoring 
progress and 
planning next 
session

Year 12 
SPa Overview and 

Purpose 
Unit 1: What Does this mean?

Outcomes "Pupils will know:
• how to read simple music notation and create short compositions.
• Understand the difference between the two clefs.
Pupils will be able to:
• Use notation to compose short melody lines using an appropriate time signature and accidentals
• Analyse the difference between compound and simple time.
• Read the notation of treble and bass clef."                                                

"Pupils will know:
• different types of notation for different instruments
• how dynamics, tempo and emotions are put into music through notation
Pupils will be able to:
• compose short melodies using notation for specific instruments.
• to create a presentation on 'What Does that mean?'"                                                

"Pupils will know:
• how to construct a scale correctly.
• how to construct melodies and use rhythmic devices.
Pupils will be able to:
• how to construct scales using the appropriate forms.
• apply rhythmic devices to scales to create melodies
• create a melody for Learning Aim B and chords for Learning Aim C
."                                                Lessons Rhythm, 

texture and 
metre. Students 
begin 
completing 
Learning Aim A

Reading 
traditional staff 
notation and 
exploring pitch

Melodic 
composition 
and realisation 
of ideas

Harmonic 
Understanding

Harmonic 
composition

Further Practice Learning Aim B Learning Aim C How to Arrange Learning Aim D Final 
Completion of 
Learning Aim A

Year 12 
Unit 3 

Section (to 
be 

delivered 
alongside 

Unit 3)

Unit 3
Working as a Musical Ensemble

Overview and 
Purpose 

Outcomes Pupils will know:
• How to recognise what makes a successful ensemble performance
• How to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the skills needed for rehearsals and
ensemble performance 
Pupils will be able to:
• Contribute to an ensemble piece
• Recognise effective ensemble rehearsal techniques and use them to improve their chosen piece
• Learn their own part for the ensemble independently

Pupils will know:
• How to interpret an original musical piece
• How to apply skills and techniques when contributing to an ensemble during 
rehearsal
and performance
Pupils will be able to:
• contribute their ideas to the improvement of an ensemble piece
• recognise musical features of different genres of music and applying them to their 
version of a song
• confidently experiment with different genres of music in their ensemble

Pupils will know:
• How to work together effectively as a musical ensemble
• How to contribute towards a performance as part of an ensemble
Pupils will be able to:
• recognise areas of improvement in their own and others work
• take a lead role in organising and running the rehearsal
• evaluating successes and planning for further improvements

Unit 3:
Students will understand the key features of various styles
Students will be able to apply their knowledge of styles to rehearse pieces of Music
Students will be able to lead rehearsals, refering to the key features of the style to improve their work
Students will be able to work on their own performances to impriove the quality of the outcomes

Unit 3: Assessment released
Working to a brief
Creating arrangements in a variety of different styles
Ensuring that knowledge of styles is secure
Make decisions about how best to incorporate stylistic features into arranegments

Lessons 

Year 13 
Both Teachers

Unit 1 What is This? Musical notation Unit 5 Music Performance Session Styles 

Overview and 
Purpose Outcomes Unit 1:

Students will understand how a number of different notations are used to communicate musical intention
Students will be able to select correct chords to accompany a melody
Students will be able to create a bassline to match both their chords and melody
Students will be able to arrange their pieces for different ensembles

Unit 1:
Students will understand how stylistic features define specific genres 
Students will be able to identify key sonic and compositional features within a genre
Students will be able to perform using a range of techniques 
Students will be to perform as an ensemble to recreate a true likeness to the original version

Unit 3: Assessment released
Working to a brief
Creating arrangements in a variety of different styles
Ensuring that knowledge of styles is secure
Make decisions about how best to incorporate stylistic features into arranegments

Lessons Learning 
Outcome A 
Complete:
Go through 
Powerpoints
Identify 
gaps/errors
Students to 
complete 
written task

Review MelodyTasksReview Chord TasksL.A D 
Preparation

L.A D 
Preparation

Complete L.A D Complete L.A D Complete L.A D Final Feedback Final 
Application of 
feedback

Final 
Application of 
feedback

What makes a 
genre? : 
Applying DR P 
SMITH to a 
genre   

What makes a 
genre? : Pupils 
to work 
independently 
on a chord-
drive 
performance of 
a popular song; 
making it as like 
the original as 
possible. 

Key Musician 
Skills: Pupils 
will reflect on 
their 
performance vs 
the original 
version. They 
will consider 
how creative 
choices go 
beyond 
performance 
(Amp Settting, 
Mic Placement, 
Pick up Choice).

Session Work 
1- Students will 
explore how to 
approach 
working out 
their parts by 
ear, how 
different scales 
can be used 
effectively to 
minimise 
workload and 
how to take 
muscial 
direction.

What makes a 
genre? : 
Students to 
explore the 
features of 
Genre 1 
through 
appraisal and 
the application 
of specific, 
genre related 
techniques.   

What makes a genre? : 
Students to rehearse, and 
perform, a song within the 
genre utilising specific, 
appropriate techniques.  

What makes a 
genre? : 
Students to 
explore the 
features of 
Genre 2 
through 
appraisal and 
the application 
of specific, 
genre related 
techniques.   

What makes a 
genre? : 
Students to 
rehearse, and 
perform, a song 
within the 
genre utilising 
specific, 
appropriate 
techniques.  

Session Work 
2- Students to 
be given an 
unseen piece of 
music without a 
recording and 
be asked to 
create an 
accurate 
performance. 

What makes a 
genre? : 
Students to 
explore the 
features of 
Genre 3 
through 
appraisal and 
the application 
of specific, 
genre related 
techniques.   

What makes a 
genre? : 
Students to 
rehearse, and 
perform, a song 
within the 
genre utilising 
specific, 
appropriate 
techniques.  

What makes a 
genre? : 
Students to 
explore the 
features of 
Genre 4 
through 
appraisal and 
the application 
of specific, 
genre related 
techniques.   

What makes a 
genre? : 
Students to 
explore the 
features of 
Genre 5 
through 
appraisal and 
the application 
of specific, 
genre related 
techniques.   

What makes a 
genre? : 
Students to 
explore the 
features of 
Genre 6through 
appraisal and 
the application 
of specific, 
genre related 
techniques.   

What makes a 
genre? : 
Students to 
rehearse, and 
perform, a song 
within the 
genre utilising 
specific, 
appropriate 
techniques.  

Let's Rock: 
Students to 
reflect work on 
Unit 3 
regarding good 
rehearsal 
practice, and 
decide on three 
songs within 
three different 
genres, and 
prepare for 
performance. 

Students to work on final performance. Final 
Performance


